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White Rock centre plans 

continued &om page 1 

"portunity for residents of all ages, to be in a 
city with a university." 

However, many do not agree with the new de- 
velopments in the city, saying that the new look 
doesn't fit White Rock's long history, and small- 
town image. 

"The Bosa proposal would be a fine fit in any 
number of Lower Mainland municipalities, but 
it's inappropriate for White Rock," resident Gary 
Vidler said. "White Rock is a jewel that begs not 
to be tarnished." 

Five hundred people packed into the base- 
ment of the First United Church on Oct. 23 and 
Oct. 24 to voice their views on the whole idea. 

Eighty people stepped to the microphone, 
with three-quarters of them rejecting the devel- 
opments. 

Former city councilor David Webb related 
the idea to a similar 1980's pitch for a 17-storey 
condo, which was turned down by council. 

"We have turned it down in the past, and we 
should continue turning it down," he said. 

Students such as Taeya Hazel, a 15-year-old 
from Earl Marriot, also rejected the idea. 

Hazel, who wore a red t-shirt that read "Small 
Town not Metrotown," addressed future prob- 
lems as her reason for turning it down. 

"In the future, we will be the ones that will 

have to deal with all the problems this will cause," 
she said. 

The proposal will see four towers being built, 
ranging from 14-19 floors on 3.7 acres of land 
surrounding a plaza space. 

Therewill be 72,000 sq. ft. ofretailspace, along 
with a 12,800-sq-ft arts centre and $250,000 in 
renovations to the White Rock Playhouse. 

Dale Bosa said that the development would 
be a "positive" for White Rock. 

"We are making sure we are delivering a 
world-class development that everyone in White 
Rock can be proud of," he said during an hour- 
long presentation to open the hearing. 

Local merchant are supporting Bosa's plan, as 
are the White Rock South Surrey Chamber of 
Commerce and White Rock's Business Improve- 
ment Association. 

Kwantlen's announcement that they will be 
opening a campus in White Rock is just one of 
the recent expansions being made. 

Earlier this year, the school put in a request to 
drop "college" from its name, in a bid to attract 
more high-profile teachers and more students. 

Earlier this year the province announced that 
it would inject $36 million to expand the Sur- 
rey campus in Newton, while construction con- 
tinues in Cloverdale with the new $42-million 
Trades and Technology centre, which should be 
finished by September 2006. 

Daniel WilsonlKwantlen Chon 

A crane lifts a wall into place at  Kwantlen's Cloverdale Trades a1 
Technology Centre on Monday, Oct. 24. 
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