


Fiction posing as fact
page 5

Fun with Fun 100
page 6

Kwantlen places second

page 8 |

B SRRt

More transparency is being deménded of the KSA’s
RAF party following a string of controversies

By Joe Ng
Kwantlen Chronicle

Controversy sutrounded the stu-
dent ¢lections this past week. Stu-
dents had the opportunity to vote
on Jan. 18 and Jan.19 on who they
would like their KSA officials to be.

However, many opposing can-
didates are-not happy with the way
in which the election was held and
feel it was unethical. The RAF party
held the election shortly following
the winter break which may have
hindered opposing parties from ot-
ganizing more formal campaigns.

Few students may have even
known about the election up until
the day of voting. There were few
signals on the Richmond campus
that indicated such an event was go-
ing to take place.

When asked if she had heard
about the upcoming elections, pub-
lic relations student Alicia Puusepp,
responded, “I haven't heard a peep.
Last year there was a guy handing
out popcorn and telling students
about his platform but this term I
haven't heard anything.”

Members of the RAF party state
that adequate publicity was avail-
able. Students may have seen post-
ers up around the schools or on the
bulletin boards. :

Kulvir Gill, the Richmond cam-
pus representative for the RAF
party, offered a possible cause as to
why the posters may have remained
unseen.

“We put up a lot of posters. We

put them up mostly on the bulletin
boards but there were a lot of book
sales and advertisements that could
have covered them up accidentally.”

Still, some opposing candidates
feel the RAF party could have done
a better job in notifying the student
body that an election was coming,.

“I havent seen any flyers up
around the Surrey campus,” says Mi-
chael Van Fleet, a representative of
the Liaisons for You party. “I think
that every student should know that
elections are going on and that they
are able to run in them. Many peo-
ple don't even know what the KSA
is doing for them. The KSA should
be promoting what they are doing
for students. That’s what their job
is.

In fact, there is further specula-
don that the perceived concealment
was no accident. There have been
suggestions that the RAF party may
not have been completely forth-
right about the election in order to
remain in power by allowing litde
time for opposing parties to orga-
nize solid campaigns. Individual
members from all opposing parties
resoundingly stated that they had
been informed of the election far
later than they had hoped.

And this is not the first time the
party has come under criticism.
During the fall semester the associa-
tion was accused with allegations of
corruption and the misappropria-
tion of funds.

Gill responded by saying, “They
were just allegations. I know there

has been a lot of controversy over
the last semester. However, nothing
has been proven. I understand that
it looks bad but we have to move on
from that.”

The sentiment from opposing
party members is that this is unsat-
isfactory and that more transparen-
cy is required of the party in power,
whoever it may be.

R.A. Scott, a representative of
the Student Movement Party, of-
fers, “Any group of people put in a
position of power will always have
differing ideas but as long as they
keep open, keep people involved
and keep people informed —make
it as democratic as possible, it will
always be a healthy political process.
The moment it becomes clandestine,
or closed off, or secretive, you open
the door to corruption and abuses
of power, which are allegations be-
ing leveled against the current gov-
ernment.” =

Regardless of election results,
some candidates feel it would be
beneficial for an exterior source to
inspect KSA expenditures and en-
sure that the student’s dollar is being
used in the student’s best interest.

Parties that participated in the
student election included the Re-
duce All Fees Party (RAF), who
had held power from the previous
election, the Common Sense Initia-
tive Party (CSI), the Student Move-
ment Party and the Liaisons for You
Party.
The new KSA board of directors
will assume office on Jan. 23.

. “The Conservatives and the Lib-
erals both, they talk about making
sure that students can get an educa-
tion, by making sure that they can
get loans,” said Clegg. “But my po-
sition is, we don’t want to make it
easier for students to get loans, we
want to make it easier for students
to get an education.”

In fact, the NDP was given the
opportunity last year to rewrite the
Liberal budget. In that rewrite, the
party allowed for $1.5 billion [in]
federal government money to go
through the provincial governments
to post-secondary schools to provide
relief for tuition fees.

“This is something the NDP
wants to do,” said Clegg. “We want
to get tuition fees down so they're af-
fordable and so students can get an
education. We know that this econ-
omy is requiring more and more that
people have a post-secondary educa-
tion, and not to educate our youth
is, I think, a serious oversight.”

Clegg, who first ran for federal
election in 2004, placing third de-
spite being only 1,500 votes behind
the winner, thinks things will be dif-
ferent this time around.

“This time I'm far better known,”
said Clegg. “People know that I
stand up for working people and for
students.”

Her chances look' good, as the
NDP won the Delta-North, Sur-
rey-Newton and Surrey-Panorama
Ridge constituencies in last June’s
provincial election, all of which
make up parts of Clegg’s riding of
Delta-Newton.

“I think that the people in this
riding are seeing that representation

continued on page 2
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Federal election student reflections

Students agree they don’t know the issues and candidates as much as they’d like to before voting

By Stephen Kronstein
Kwantlen Chronicle

Most Kwantlen University Col-
lege students dont seem to have
much enthusiasm for voting in to-
day’s federal election.

Consider Sabrina Closter, a 20-
year-old sciences student who's nev-
er voted in the past. This election is
no different for her. ‘

“When 1 see those [election]
signs, I'm just like ‘Oh great, 'm go-
ing to see those signs for a while,”
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said Closter, “but I would never
think to go down and figure out
where I can vote. I don't care.”

Closter thinks she may vote when
she’s older and understands politics
better.

Politics isn't something Closter
has learnt much about in the past,
she said. “I don't really know what
I'm voting for and what I'm going
to get. ’

“Plus, [politicians] all go
and say what they’re going
to do, and half the time it’s

not that anyways. So re-
ally they’re just deceiving
you, 1 think.”

Closter said people
often vote for a party
they think is going to be
great, and then a short
time later can’t wait until
the next election to vote
them out.

“I dont really see a
point,” she said. “I think
it’s all just crap.”

Andrea Recavarren,
a general arts student at
Kwantlen, may have a
more informed under-
standing about this elec-
tion than Closter, but
even she doesn’t intend
to vote today.

Recavarren, 18, is interested

ide in issues such as school tuition

Andrea Recavarren is interested
in the issues, but with a full class
schedule and busy life doesn’t
have enough time to learn about
the election and the candidates

before today’s election.

and health care for seniors,
among other things, “but not
enough to really go out there
and vote,” she said.

Between her five classes at
Kwantlen and everything else

in her life, Recavarren doesn’t have
the time to learn enough about the
election to make an informed deci-
sion.

“Is like the last thing on my
mind,” she said.

Recavarren thinks it’s “extremely
important” that the education sys-
tem be far more active in helping
young people to take an interest in
politics.

Emily Harper has used online resourc-
es, newspapers and listening to critics
to make an informed decision.

“I haven’t had anything, really, to
help me, or notify me, or make me
want to be more involved in poli-
tics,” she said.

“All the kids in high school right
now don’t know how expensive
school’s getting,” said Recavarren.
“Even me talking to you now, I just
know bits and pieces that I pick up

from nowhere.

“I think it’s important
to know the background
information about this
because it’s going to affect
your future.”

Bobby Young is anoth-
er Kwantlen student who
doesn’t intend to vote to-
day, but if he was, he'd vote
for the Liberals, he said.

“Just from what
I've read in the pa-
pers, most people
tend to lean more to-
wards the Liberals,”
he said, “just because
of what they’re going
to try and fix.”

Young’s  under-
standing of politics
is based more on the
opinions of others in his com-
munity than his own, which
he feels are far less informed,
he said.

“I have my own opinions,
but I don’t follow politics all
that much,” said Young. “I

don’t even know half the peo-
ple that are running.”
Young said he doesn

want to cast a vote because he
doesn’t know what he’s truly
voting for.

“Maybe they’re just a bunch of
liars,” he said. “Maybe they’re just
making everybody believe what they
want to believe, and they vote . . .
not knowing that it’s going to cor-
rupt society. I want to know what
I'm voting for and I'm still learn-
ing.”

Bobby Young Bro;ably won’t vote
because he doesn’t follow politics.

Not all students will be avoid-
ing the voting booth today. Emily
Harper, a 27-year-old psychology
major, has been researching her op-
tions to make an informed decision.

“I havent completely decided
yet,” she said, “but I've looked at all
of the parties.”

Considering what Harper has
learnt, she’s leaning “away from the
Conservatives, at this point.”

Deciding who gets her vote is
not so much about the party, she
explained, it's more about choosing
“the lesser of three evils.”

‘To understand as complete a pic-
ture as possible, Harper has been re-
searching online, reading the news-
papers and listening to critics in the
media.

“I want to get as many points of
view as I can,” she said.
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by the NDP is good representation,”
said Clegg. “I think they can see, on
issues that require federal and pro-
vincial cooperation, we'll certainly
have representation with the same
outlook and that we'll be able to
work well together in this riding.”

Clegg joined the NDP because
she believes it is the only party that
believes in the equality of all Cana-
dians.

“What drew me to the NDP is
my belief in the importance of social
justice and the belief that all people
are equal in this country, regard-
less of where they come from,” said
Clegg.

Clegg’s opponents in this election
include Phil Eidsvik of the Conser-
vatives and Sukh Dhaliwal of the
Liberals. Clegg believes that the fed-
eral Liberal campaign is unraveling
and that her own riding has become
a race between herself and Eidsvik
of the Conservatives. In that battle,
Clegg has a problem with Eidsvik.

“I have an issue with the Conser-
vative candidate,” said Clegg. “He
doesn’t live in this riding, he doesn’t
work in this riding [and] he, as far
as I know, has done no community
involvement in this riding. I really
believe that for a member of parlia-
ment to go to Ottawa and speak on
behalf of her riding, she needs to
know whart the ridings about and
what the people think and what the

issues are. And I think to know that,
you need to live them.”

Of the recent Conservative and
Liberal controversies, Clegg sees
them as disappointing and feels that
Canadians are tired of this political
corruption.  She hopes, if elected,
that she and the rest of the NDP, can
bring a level of accountability to the
government.

I'm hoping to go to
Ottawa and provide
a strong voice for the

working men and
women and for the
students of this riding.

- Nancy Clegg

Newton-North Delta has faced
its own share of controversies, as
Conservative incumbent Gurmant
Grewal decided not to seek re-elec-
tion following a scandal where he
claimed to have taped conversations
between himself and Liberal officials
offering him and his wife jobs with
the party if they left the Conserva-
tives.

This has left the field wide open
for the candidates of Newton-North

Delta, in a riding that has often
proven to be a very close race.

Clegg believes her dual role as an
instructor and a politician has made
her a better teacher and bureaucrat
at the same time. While she sees her
classes as more interesting, given her
background and what she can offer
to discussions and debates, she also
feels her frequent interaction with
students has helped her better un-
derstand their concerns.

“I think that, you know, you un-
derstand people when you talk to
them and I talk to students all the
time,” said Clegg.

Clegg plans on returning to
Kwantlen if she is unsuccessful in
ber political aspirations. Currently
she’s scheduled to teach four eco-
nomics course this semester, but is
being replaced by a substitute while
she’s on the campaign trail.

As much as she loves teaching,
Clegg hopes to go to Ottawa and
provide a voice for her students
there.

“I certainly hope to win for the
NDBP” said Clegg. “I'm hoping to
go to Ottawa and provide a strong
voice for the working men and
women and for the students of this
riding.”

After today, she may be doing
just that.

Clegg has a bachelor of arts hon-
ours degree and a masters of arts
degree in economics from Simon
Fraser University. She has taught

economics at the Surrey’ and Rich-
mond Kwantlen campuses for 14
years, also writing two textbooks on
introductory economic theory in

Photo coutesy of Nancy Clegg
Newton-North Delta NDP
candidate Nancy Clegg and
NDP leader Jack Layton ap-
pear on Radio India in Sur-
rey, as Layton releases the
NDP’s crime platform.

that time.

With Kwantlen, Clegg has served
as president of the faculty associa-
tion'and as a member of the school’s
board of governors.

Politically, Clegg has sat on several
B.C. Federation of Labour commit-
tees and was a provincial appointee
to the B.C. Council on Admissions
and Transfer from 2001-04. She
is currently a member of the Delta
heritage advisory committee.

More can be learned about Clegg
at her personal website, www.nancy-
clegg.ca.



